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Project Update And Schedule 

Project Status Update: 

• Overburden clearing and removal from north portal ongoing. Stream relocation 

underway; 

• Blasting scheduled to begin in early November at surface; 

• New parking site on Surge Tower Road, next to the city’s water treatment plant; 

• Laydown area on north side of penstocks in progress; 

• Set up of Frontier-Kemper laydown site, concrete pad for mechanical shop 

poured; 

• Geotechnical test drilling continues to assess underground powerhouse plans; 

and 

• Site set up continues near the intersection of Hwy 28 and Hwy 19, at the former 

Campbellton Elementary site, for the John Hart construction staging area.  
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Project Update And Schedule 

Estimated schedule from November 2014 – February 

2015: 

• Early November: Blasting expected to begin on 

site, related truck traffic for hauling; 

• Early November: Substation commissioning; 

• Late November: Blasting expected to move 

underground; 

• November: New project office and staging area 

opened near the intersection of Hwy 28 and Hwy 

19; 

• January 2015: Estimated closure date for Brewster 

Lake Road; and 

• February-April 2015: Focus on the tunneling and 

underground generating station cavern excavation. 
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Construction Pictures – Aerial Pictures From 

Time Lapse Camera   

4 

October 2 October 10 

October 16 October 23 



Construction Pictures – Aerial Pictures From 

Time Lapse Camera   
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Construction Pictures Around the South 

Portal Entrance   
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Construction Pictures Around the South 

Portal Entrance   
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Construction Pictures Around the North Portal 

Entrance   
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Construction Pictures Around the North Portal 

Entrance   
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Rock Drilling 

• A big part of the project's innovative design is the underground generating 

station, all in rock, that will provide good earthquake withstand; 

• Further geotechnical drilling has been undertaken to assess the quality, 

quantity and location of rock in key blasting sites so that final plans can be 

confirmed;  

• This is continuing to confirm the best location and orientation of the generating 

station cavern; and 

• Results continue to show good rock conditions.  
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Brewster Lake Road Bridge  

• Bridge design and construction plan under development for construction 

access and hauling; 

• Road and existing bridge closure anticipated for January 2015; 

• Road closure could run up to three years; and 

• Alternate route identified for the public. 
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Brewster Lake Road Bridge  

• Road detour shown in bold red lines 
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Environment – Tree Compensation 

• BC Parks approved the removal of select trees on park land adjacent to the work 

site because the trees posed a danger to worker and site safety; 

• North portal had 13 trees removed, the south portal had 7 trees removed, and the 

parking area had 2 trees removed; and  

• There were also six trees that were topped; 

• To compensate for the removal of these trees, InPower BC will replant various 

trees and bushes. The compensation includes:  

• 58 new trees that include Douglas-fir, Western hemlock and Western redcedar; and  

• 265 shrubs such as Oceanspray, Red huckleberry and Sword fern.    

• The tree compensation plan was developed by independent environmental 

monitors and approved by InPower BC and BC Parks. The re-plantings will take 

place at the entrance to the new public parking area for the Elk Falls day use 

area and John Hart Project Interpretive Centre; and 

• Site preparation is underway and the plantings are expected to be complete by 

the first week of November. There will be post-planting monitoring for five years. 
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Environment – Water Management 

• As fall and winter storms begin there is a focus on 

protecting the provincial park from runoff, particularly in 

light of changes made at the site; 

• The project team has undertaken many measures to stop 

water from running into the area including, full coco-

netting, hydroseeding, rock crush drains, sediment 

fencing, straw dams and hay bales. Sand bags have been 

used where an unexpected flow direction arises, until 

another mitigation measure can be in place; 

• Water flows and runoff are monitored by three reviewers: 

independent, InPower BC, and BC Hydro environmental 

managers; and 

• There is particular focus on ‘Wetland J’ (on the west side 

of Surge Tower Road) where some turbid waters have 

appeared. InPower BC is working with BC Hydro and BC 

Parks to assess measures to protect the wetland in the 

long-term. 
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Hydroseeding and bouldering along a 

diversion stream (above), and crush 

placed at traffic areas to allow heavy 

rains to go back into the ground more 

easily. 



Economic - Business Events in October 

• Site workers: About 70 full-time people. 

• There were two local and one regional business sessions that had John Hart 

project participation: 

• Vancouver Island Construction Association/NIEFS - Building Your Foundation: 

Careers in Trades and Construction (Campbell River) 

• Campbell River Chamber of Commerce – Business Expo 

• Vancouver Island Economic Alliance – Island Summit  

• Questions focused on: 

• Job and subcontractor opportunities. 

• Emphasis for workers to contact relevant union halls (contact information available at 

www.majorprojects.ca, “Job Seekers Overview”  

• Subcontractors should send email to johnhartproject@snclavalin.com with 

company/service information to be added to vendor database. 
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Local Business Profile – T-Mar Industries  

Background: 
For 30 years, Campbell River’s T-Mar Industries has provided engineering, machining, mechanical and 

fabrication support to industries on the south coast. From service of existing equipment to the development 

and creation of entirely new products, T-Mar has provided much needed solutions to forestry, mining and 

hydroelectric sectors – among others – for decades.   

What you may not know about us: 
This month, T-Mar completed and delivered the first new grapple yarder to be built in Canada in 14 years 

to a logging industry client. The yarder was entirely designed in-house at T-Mar, with their engineering 

department producing detailed drawings, and machinists, welders, mechanics and millwrights on site 

bringing it to life. It is an innovative design that increases power, reduces fuel consumption and can be 

moved on roads unlike equipment of its kind built in the past. 

Project role: 
T-Mar is supporting the John Hart project by providing mechanical services for rock drills and other 

equipment used in the excavation of the two portal entrances. With full mechanical, machining and 

fabrication capabilities and a large local facility, their involvement will be able to grow as the project 

progresses. 

People working: 
There are roughly 50 people working at T-Mar industries. Currently one or two people are dedicated to 

John Hart project-related work each week. 
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Local Business Profile – T-Mar  

What makes Campbell River a great place to live and work: 
Campbell River is a natural hub for a range of industrial activity on the south coast – from Courtenay north 

to Powell River and the Sunshine Coast. With easy access to water, highways, experienced workers and 

progressive industries, it’s the perfect location for an expert machining and services shop. 

Quote: 
“Being involved in the John Hart project means sustainability and employment. It’s not so much for us – it’s 

for our employees. Keeping people employed makes a healthy community and having a project like this 

keeps the train going.”  

Chris Leikermoser, Engineering Services Manager (pictured below at the T-Mar site)  
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People Profile – Jeanette Cyr  

About Jeanette:  

Background: 
Jeanette started working in first aid in logging camps along the BC  

coastline and joined the BC Ambulance service in 2000 as a Primary 

 Care Paramedic, working in Port Hardy and Campbell River.  Most  

recently, she provided first aid services for the transmission lines at the  

Cape Scott wind farms, then up to Northern BC and Alberta in oil and  

gas projects. She still works part time with the ambulance service in  

Campbell River. 

Home: 
She grew up and lived in Port Hardy until moving full-time to Campbell  

River last year. 

Hobbies: 
Favourite pastimes include hiking and kayaking – and travelling. 

Project responsibility: 
Jeanette works for the ASL-JV and is a First Aid Attendant and general labour. 

 

“I love having the opportunity to work on the John Hart project – an exciting project and I’m learning so 

much about the construction industry. Working alongside a beautiful water system, in surrounding forests 

and a great group of fellow workers, I can’t help but smile every day.” 
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Construction – Point of Interest 

Each month, BC Hydro and InPower BC will provide a construction 

fact, occurrence, or situation. 

• With rock blasting planned to start next month, the project team is planning 

carefully to prevent impacts from the work. 

• Vibration monitors will be set up on concrete during blasts and will be monitored 

regularly to ensure that existing infrastructure – including the aging powerhouse – 

are protected. 

• Safe levels have been determined and the impacts of blasts will be recorded and 

reported. 
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